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Residual CV mortality 
risk matters



Complementing GDMT Action

RAASi RAAS

ARNI NPS

SNS Beta-blockers

SGLT2 SGLT2i

NO – sGC – cGMP

Vericiguat
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Victor Trial Design
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Pre-specified design to assess CV mortality 
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Event rate 100 py 
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Event rate 100 py 

12.2 vs. 37.8 
11.3 vs. 33.6 
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Mortality rate reduction



HF treatment, CV death and HHF

From J.McMurray, ESC25
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A well-treated population



Recency of HF hospitalization
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Persistent residual CV death risk



J Am Coll Cardiol. 2025 Aug 21:S0735-1097(25)07559-X.

Shift of proportion of HF events over time



Cardiovascular (CV) Death, HF Hospitalization, UHF Visit, 
Oral diuretic Intensification or Initiation, worsening NYHA 
Functional Class 
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Expanded overall worsening HF and CV death
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Good safety profile



Velocity HF 
Tolerability of 5mg initiation

Eur J Heart Fail. 2025 Dec;27(12):2837-2840
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Time to consider 
the 5th pillar?



Take home concepts 

• Vericiguat reduced the composite of cardiovascular death or first HF hospitalization in 
patients with worsening HFrEF. 

• In well-treated, stable ambulatory HFrEF with lower rate of HHF, vericiguat showed fewer 
cardiovascular and HF-related deaths, despite a neutral composite endpoint 

• Vericiguat reduced expanded worsening HF events (urgent HF visits and diuretic 
intensifications), reinforcing its role in mitigating early disease progression. 

• Overall, vericiguat shows a beneficial effect among patients with worsening HF, and 
reduces CV death and worsening HF events in stable, well-treated patients.
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